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Date: Thursday, April 7th, 2022 

Location: Marriott Country Club Plaza, Kansas City, MO 

Type: General Assembly 

Attendees: Board Members, Committee Chairs and Members, Chapter Membership 

 

MO-KAN-NE General Assembly 2022 

 

I. Call to Order         B. Jacobson 

II. Roll Call        E. Sterup 

III. Establishment of Quorum       Y. Wagoner 

IV. Approval of Agenda       B. Jacobson 

V. Approval of Meeting Minutes      B. Jacobson 

           April 7th, 2021 

VI. President’s Report        B. Jacobson 

            

VII. Past President’s Report       S. Frank 

            

VIII. Treasurer’s Report       R. James 

            

 

IX. Standing Committee Reports 

1. Membership and Certification     M. Wagoner 

 

2. Research and Evaluation      K. Azevedo/E. Miner 

 

3. Special Concerns and Affiliations    T. Waller 

 

4. Legislation and Education     C. Beggs 

 

a) Fair Share     J. Loghry 

 

5. Scholarships        R. Thurber 

 

6. Public Relations and Communications     S. Thompson 

 

7. Professional Development     M. Wagoner/S. Frank 

 

a) Annual Conference    M. Wagoner 

 

b) New Professionals    C. Jackson 
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c) MILE      McDonald/Wolk Maddux 

  

8. Student Initiatives and Conferences    A. Abdulaziz 

 

a) McNair Heartland Conference   Azevedo 

  

9. Finance        K. Bolen 

Report to be sent out after April 5th Committee meeting 

10. Nominations and Elections     M. Patten/R. Prater 

 

11. Technology        Conley/M. Wagoner 

 

12. Advocacy and Recognition     J. Cayton 

a) TRIO Day and First Gen Celebrations  B. Hammond 

 

b) Alumni Engagement    TBD 

 

c) MKN Achievers     L. Shepard 

 

d) MKN Hall of Fame    M. Patten 

 

X. Ad Hoc Committee Reports  

1. Scholarship Fundraising      A. McDonald 

 

XI. State Representative Reports 

1. Missouri        B. Hammond 

 

2. Kansas         K. Peterson 

 

3. Nebraska        K. Rice 

 

XII. Old Business        B. Jacobson 

XIII. New Business        B. Jacobson 

XIV. Announcements         

XV. Adjournment 
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Date: Wednesday, April 7, 2021 

Location: Zoom 

Type: General Assembly 

Attendees: Board Members, Committee Chairs and Members, Membership  

 

MO-KAN-NE General Assembly 2021 

Minutes 

I.Call to Order at 10:23 am       S. Eggers 

II.Roll Call        E. Sterup 

 President, Shanna Eggers - present 

 President-Elect, Monshonda Booker - present 

 Past-President, Mark Patten – present  

 Treasurer, Roxanna James - present 

 Secretary, Erika Sterup - present 

 MO State Representative, Brandon Hammond - present 

 KS State Representative, Cheryl Rauh - present 

 NE State Representative, Beth Jacobson - present 

 Member at Large, Chris Beggs - present 

 Member at Large, Anna McDonald – absent 

 Member at Large, Margaret Shull - present 

 Member at Large, Rita Thurber - present 

 Member at Large, Tonya Waller - present 

 Member at Large, Kara Woehler – present 

 Parliamentarian Courtney McGinnis - present 

III.Establishment of Quorum     M. Booker/M. Conley 

-102 members present of 148 members registered for the Annual Conference 

IV.Approval of Agenda      S. Eggers 

Motion to approve agenda by Courtney McGinnis; second by Ce Merrigan. 

Motion approved.  

V.Approval of Meeting Minutes     S. Eggers 

Motion to approve Meeting Minutes by Whitney Wolk Maddox; second by Kara Woehler. 

Motion approved. 

 

VI.President’s Report      S. Eggers 

Written report submitted  

-President Eggers reviewed details from her report, which are organized under 6 main 
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priorities for the year. 

-Recognition and thanks regarding the hard work done this year by the committees. 

Motion to approve President’s Report by Mike Conley; second by Rebecca Dukstein. 

Motion approved.  

 

VII.Treasurer’s Report      R. James 

Written report submitted.  Balances as of 3/19/21: 

Checking - $106,635.13 

Money Market - $98,135.45 

Total - $204,780.58 

-Treasurer James reviewed details from her report. 

 -The 2020 budget can now be considered closed; we are now working solely from the 2021  

budget. 

 -Mike Conley asks whether the chapter is solvent; Roxanna James defers to the Finance   

Committee, as she cannot make that determination as Treasurer. 

Motion to receive Treasurer’s report for review by Brandon Hammond;  

second by Ce Merrigan. 

Motion approved. 

 

VIII.  Standing Committee Reports 

A.Membership and Certification    M. Booker 

Written report submitted 

-Kristi Bolen asks for an estimate of our current membership numbers.  The last report 

listed 224 current members.  Shanna Eggers points out that participants in the Assembly 

who are not members should consider joining. 

B.Research and Evaluation     K. Azevedo/ E. Miner 

Written report submitted 

-Emily Miner asks for questions; there were none. 

C.Special Concerns and Affiliations   T. Waller 

Written report submitted 

-Tonya Waller asks for questions; there were none. 

D.Legislation and Education    C. Beggs/J. Bloss 

Written report submitted 

-Chris Beggs invited everyone to contact him if they are interested in becoming members, 

or if they have questions or concerns for him or his committee; his email is in the chat. 

-Chris pointed out that Jeremy Bloss has been active in following up on detailed concerns 

of members like scoring of grants, difficulties in submission process, etc. 

1. Fair Share      J. Loghry 

Written report submitted 

-Jacque Loghry reviewed what Fair Share and 10 for 10 is.  To meet 10 for 10 goals, 

Kansas needs 5 more this year, MO may need 1 (some donations are being processed 

still), NE needs 4 more.   

-States that meet their overall Fair Share goals receive a free Policy Seminar 

Registration.   

-Percentage of goals reached, as updated from a meeting just today are 85% in MO, 
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63% for KS, and 56% for NE.  Overall, EOA is at 67% of its goal. 

-Jacque pointed out that our State Reps and President are offering to take pies in the 

face, and to make additional contributions to next year’s drive if the states or chapter as 

a whole meet or exceed the set goals. 

-A link to the donation form is in the chat. 

-COE does important advocacy for our programs, both in times of crisis (like 

sequestration) and every day. 

-Shanna Eggers reminded members that it is best not to fax donation forms in, but to 

send them by mail or email. 

E.Scholarships       R. Thurber 

Written report submitted 

-Scoring has been completed for both MKN and EOA awards; MKN scholarship winners 

will be announced tomorrow after the keynote and MKN Achievers. 

-Only had 41 applications for scholarships in MKN competition; there were over 80 for 

EOA scholarships. 

F.Public Relations and Communications   S. Thompson/T. Hill 

Written report submitted 

-Shauntelle Thompson reported that social media has been and continues to be updated 

during the conference. 

-State Reps and Roundtable facilitators – please send her information about what occurred 

in those meetings so it can be posted. 

-Shauntelle will put links in the chat to social media handles for the chapter. 

1. Alumni Engagement     S. Velasquez 

Written report submitted 

-Scott Velasquez reviewed his report.  He has been researching what other chapters in 

EOA have been doing to engage alumni, and is working with ELI members to help with 

this. 

-Next step will be a focus group to assess alumni needs. 

-Shanna Eggers suggested PR and Technology work together and consider posting 

some alumni profiles to the chapter webpage. 

2. TRIO Day & First-Gen Celebrations  K. Woehler 

Written report submitted 

Newsletter submitted 

-Kara Woehler reviewed the color version of the newsletter that was sent out in March 

summarizing Trio Day activities. 

-Kara encouraged members to submit activities their programs are doing for upcoming 

newsletters.  Shanna Eggers pointed out that upcoming College Signing Day 

celebrations, graduations, and National First Generation celebrations are good 

opportunities to submit photos and summaries of activities member programs are doing 

on their campuses.  Kara’s email is in the chat. 

3. MKN Achievers     K. Peterson 

Written report submitted 

-Kurt Peterson reviewed the process of soliciting and reviewing nominations for this 

year’s competition.  The winners will be recognized during tomorrow morning’s 

program, and info about the achievers will be posted on the conference web page after 

they are announced. 

-Kurt recognized the committee members listed on his report for their work. 
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G.Professional Development    M. Booker/M. Patten 

Written report submitted 

-Monshonda Booker reviewed professional development opportunities that are being 

conducted this week.  The VUB Best Practices workshop held earlier this week had 36 

registrants; UB and McNair Best Practices workshops will be held Friday, 4/9. 

1. Annual Conference     M. Booker/Y. Wagoner 

Written report submitted 

-Monshonda Booker reviewed her written report.  The final count was 201 total 

registrants for the conference.  Complimentary tokens were mailed out at the end of last 

week to all participants; be watching for them. 

-Monshonda recognized each of the members of the committee who contributed to the 

conference, Yosh Wagoner for her work on the website, and President Eggers for her 

assistance. 

-Yosh Wagoner and Shanna Eggers recognized Monshonda’s work on the conference.   

2.  MILE       Conley/Thompson/Zalite 

Written report submitted 

-Mike Conley thanks Liz Shepard and Julie Cayton for paving the way as last year’s 

MILE trainers. 

-Mike recognized the current MILE cohort members and reviewed his report.   

-MILE participants are planning a drive-in training, including choosing the theme; they 

are members who know the needs of the chapter and are excited to respond with 

relevant professional development. 

H.Finance       M. Shull 

Written report submitted 

-Margaret Shull reported that the chapter is solvent. 

-Margaret reviewed items from her report, highlighting the decision to open a chapter credit 

card (and safeguards taken), and to update the Fiscal Policy and Procedures manual to 

incorporate credit card fees into the stated cost of all conference registrations and items for 

sale. 

I.Nominations and Elections     S. Hatfield/R. Prater 

Written report submitted 

Elections Timeline submitted 

-Shannon Hatfield reminds the members that nominations will open on April 12, and 

encourages members to consider running for open positions.   

-This year we will use Club Express for voting, as EVote is not available at this time. 

J.Technology        M. Conley/S. Thompson 

Written report submitted 

-The committee has been working on the conference platform; Mike Conley points out that 

the chapter saved approximately $30,000 by having Yosh Wagoner create the conference 

platform in-house instead of paying for one. 

-Mike encourages members to join the committee; there is a goal to create a new website, 

and member ideas/feedback about what it should look like and do will be helpful. 

-Shauntelle Thompson invites members to make suggestions for social media that should be 

added to the website, as well as any other ideas people have for things to post. 

-Mike asks members who have high-quality HD pictures of students and staff from 

programs in the chapter to please submit them for inclusion on the website. 
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K.New Professionals      R. Dukstein/G. Heasty 

Written report submitted 

-Rebecca Dukstein reviewed her report and the New Professionals workshop that took 

place earlier this week; approximately 35 attended. 

Motion to approve Standing Committee Reports by Corinne Nilsen; second by Ann Ellis. 

Motion approved. 

IX.  Ad Hoc Committee Reports 

A.Constitutional Revisions     K. Bolen 

Written report submitted 

-Kristi Bolen points out that changes must be made this year to the MKN constitution in 

order to remain aligned with the EOA constitution, which underwent revisions this year. 

-Since her written report was filed, Kristi has submitted over 100 proposed changes (not all 

to content-some are technical changes like numbering or wording) for EOA to review.  

Once reviewed by EOA, the MKN board will approve the requested changes for a vote by 

the membership.  The goal is to have this complete by November 2021. 

B.Student Initiatives and Conferences   A. McDonald/J. Cayton 

Written report submitted 

-President Eggers indicates that the committee has the latitude to plan innovative content 

and delivery this year; members are encouraged to contact Anna McDonald or Julie 

Cayton. 

C.McNair Heartland Conference    M. Borders/S. Raymond 

Written report submitted 

-Maggie Borders reports that the committee met on Monday and is leaning toward having 

the conference in person; they will email the McNair list serve to get feedback from 

potential participants about institutional policies, and will be watching CDC guidance. 

Motion to approve Ad Hoc Committee Reports by Chris Beggs; second by Kara Woehler. 

Motion approved. 

 

X.  State Representative Reports 

A.Missouri       B. Hammond 

Written report submitted 

-Brandon Hammond recognized members who attended virtual Policy Seminar this year.   

-Brandon’s focus from here will be on increasing Missouri membership. 

B.Kansas       C. Rauh 

Written report submitted 

-Cheryl Rauh reported that Kansas had excellent turnout for Policy Seminar.   

-Cheryl recognized Maggie Borders and Corinne Nilsen for editing the State booklet. 

-Next goals include working on Fair Share and increasing Kansas membership. 

C.Nebraska       B. Jacobson 

Written report submitted 

-Beth Jacobson said the virtual format increased participation in Policy Seminar this year. 

-Krystal Rice created a new State booklet that looks much more updated; thanks for that. 

Motion to approve State Representative Reports by Ce Merrigan; 

second by Rebecca Dukstein. 

Motion approved. 
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XI.Old Business       S. Eggers 

-None 

XII.New Business       S. Eggers 

-None 

 

XIII.Announcements 

-Monshonda Booker reminds members that the conference silent auction closes tomorrow, and 

the conference Funtivity is this afternoon at 3:00.  Non-members or those not attending the 

conference can participate in either of those; links are in the chat. 

-Two vendors are offering lunchtime activities today; links are on the conference page. 

-Kansas Meal Program is this afternoon at 1:00.  

XIV.Adjournment 

Motion to Adjourn by Mike Conley; second by Corinne Nilsen. 
Adjourned at 12:05 pm. 

 

 

 



 

 
 

President’s Report 
 
DATE:  4/7/2022   

 
Presidential Responsibilities:   

 
• Conduct business in accordance with the MKN Constitution & approved Policies and Procedures; 

• Preside over all meetings of the Chapter and serve as Chairperson of an preside at all meetings of the 
Board of Directors; 

• Nominate Chairs of each standing committee; 

• Serve as ex-officio members of all standing and ad hoc committees; 

• Appoint Members-at-Large; 

• Submit a written repot to the membership at the annual General Assembly meeting and to the Board of 
Directors at each Board meeting; 

• Submit to the Board an annual plan of operation and budget; and 

• Serve as Chapter delegate to the Educational Opportunity Association Board of Directors. 

 
Updates and Activities: 

• Since the last meeting, I have continued to provide support to committees as needed – sending out 
emails to membership as requested by board members for the Annual Conference, meeting 
notifications, Scholarships, Pre-Conference, Fundraising opportunities via the conference mugs and 
supplies, and information about the Raffle. 

• Worked with the President Elect and committee for Annual Conference planning 

• Worked with the Nebraska State Rep for Policy planning for Nebraska 

• Attended Policy Seminar as a representative of MKN 

• Read for scholarships 

• Worked with State Reps on development of State Meetings 

• Participated in several calls with COE for Connect Discuss Learn, State Leadership meetings, and 
Policy discussion sessions 

• Worked with the Scholarship committee for a $500 one-time scholarship to be added for 2022 from a 
donation by a MKN member 

• Attended the EOA Legislation and Education meeting in early March and was notified MKN was to 
received two $500 scholarships PER STATE to Policy attendance-which differed drastically from what 
was told prior. So, I worked with the State Reps to find those who needed assistance to use those 
scholarships from EOA: Nebraska-Joe Morrison and myself, Kansas-Kristi Bolen, and Missouri did not 
have any takers. 

• Assisted the New Professionals committee in finding speakers. 
 
 
Recommendations:  
Names to add to the Student Initiatives and Conferences committee as members. Assist finding institutions 
willing to propose hosting this conference. 
Bank of the West being changed to another institution due to a great deal of difficulties with customer service. 
Current funds in savings at Bank of the West need to be moved into a better investment.  
















































































